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STATE BENCHMARKS 
 

 
CORE TOPICS 

 
DISTRICT BENCHMARKS 

 

 
SUGGESTED 

ASSESSMENT 

 
POSSIBLE 

RESOURCES 
 
1:5-TLW respond personally, analytically and 
critically to texts, providing examples of how 
texts influence their lives and their role in 
society. 
3:5-TLW determine the meaning of specialized 
vocabulary and concepts by using a variety of 
resources, such as:  context; reference 
materials; research; electronic sources. 
 

 
READING 

 
12-A:  Construct meaning from text 
using the most effective strategies to 
recognize unfamiliar terms using:  context 
clues; electronic resources; reference 
materials; etymological studies; research. 

 
 

 
Literature book 
 
Novels 

 
1:2-TLW fluently read a variety of texts, such 
as:  drama; essays; research texts; novels; 
poetry; technical manuals; documents. 
1:4-TLW construct meaning using the most 
effective strategies to recognize unfamiliar 
terms, using:  context clues; etymological study; 
reference materials. 
4:1-TLW demonstrate how language usage is 
related to successful communication in a variety 
of contexts.  Examples include:  job interviews; 
public speeches; debates; advertising. 
 

 
READING 

 
12-B:  Fluently read, comprehend and 
compare expository and narrative text, 
such as:  Expository⎯ textbooks, news 
media, research text, technical manuals, 
career-related materials, speeches.  
Narrative⎯ short stories, novels, drama, 
poetry, essays. 

  
Literature book 
 
Novels 
 
Non-fiction materials 

 
1:3-TLW construct meaning selecting the most 
effective strategies, including:  scanning; 
analyzing; evaluating for specific information; 
deciding how to represent content through 
summarizing, clustering and mapping. 
3:4-TLW select the most effective strategies 
while reading, listening to or viewing text, such 
as:  scanning for specific information related to 
a research question; deciding how to represent 
content through analyzing, clustering and 
mapping. 
 

 
READING 

 
12-C:  Construct meaning from text 
selecting the most effective strategies, 
including:  mapping, clustering, webbing; 
story boards/frames; skimming/scanning; 
analyzing; evaluating for specific 
information; summarizing; 
prediction/anticipation guide. 
 

  
Literature book 
 
Novels 

 
4:1-TLW demonstrate how language usage is 
related to successful communication in a variety 
of contexts.  Examples include:  job interviews; 
public speeches; debates; advertising. 
5:2-TLW describe and discuss archetypal 
human experiences that appear in world 
literature and texts. 
 
 
 

 
READING 

 
12-D:  Fluently read a variety of genres, 
analyzing universal themes and conflicts.  
Genres to include:  realistic fiction; 
historical fiction; drama; poetry; epic 
poetry; essays; news media; biographies; 
science fiction. 

  
Literature book 
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STATE BENCHMARKS 

 

 
CORE TOPICS 

 
DISTRICT BENCHMARKS 

 

 
SUGGESTED 

ASSESSMENT 

 
POSSIBLE 

RESOURCES 
 
5:4-TLW analyze how cultures interact with one 
another in literature and other texts and  
describe the consequences of the interaction as 
it relates to our common heritage. 
 
 
5:3-TLW analyze how the tensions among 
characters, communities, themes and issues in 
literature and other texts reflect the substance 
of the human nature. 
5:4-TLW analyze how cultures interact with one 
another in literature and other texts and  
describe the consequences of the interaction as 
it relates to our common heritage. 
6:3-TLW analyze the style and characteristics of 
authors, speakers, illustrators and artists of 
classics and masterpieces to determine why 
these voices endure. 
 

 
READING 

 
12-E:  Compare and analyze story 
elements from a given text, such as:  
relationship to real life experiences; other 
texts; figurative language; theme, style, 
voice; characterization; foreshadowing; 
flashbacks; symbolism. 

  
Novels 

 
5:2-TLW describe and discuss archetypal 
human experiences that appear in world 
literature and texts. 
9:2-TLW synthesize from multiple texts 
representing varied perspectives and apply the 
principles and generalizations needed to 
investigate and confront complex issues and 
problems. 
10:2-TLW function as literate individuals in 
varied contexts within their lives in and beyond 
the classroom, such as:  using text resources 
while thinking creatively; making decisions; 
solving problems; reasoning in complex 
situations. 
 

 
READING 

 
12-F:  Read and compare in writing a 
specific work of fiction to non-fiction in 
the corresponding content area (i.e., 
compare novels to primary sources. 

  

 
1:3-TLW construct meaning selecting the most 
effective strategies, including:  scanning; 
analyzing; evaluating for specific information; 
deciding how to represent content through 
summarizing, clustering and mapping. 
3:4-TLW select the most effective strategies 
while reading, listening to or viewing text, such 
as:  scanning for specific information related to 
a research question; deciding how to represent 
content through analyzing, clustering, and 
mapping. 

 
WRITING 

 
12-G:  Demonstrate proficient use of 
graphic organizers, such as:  maps, 
clusters, webs; Venn diagram; story 
boards/frames; T-charts; outlines. 
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STATE BENCHMARKS 

 

 
CORE TOPICS 

 
DISTRICT BENCHMARKS 

 

 
SUGGESTED 

ASSESSMENT 

 
POSSIBLE 

RESOURCES 
 
4:2-TLW use an understanding of how 
language patterns and vocabularies transmit 
culture and affect meaning. 
5:2-TLW describe and discuss archetypal 
human experiences that appear in world 
literature and texts. 
5:3-TLW analyze how the tensions among 
characters, communities, themes and issues in 
literature and other texts reflect the substance 
of the human experience. 
5:4-TLW analyze how cultures interact with one 
another in literature and other texts and  
describe the consequences of the interaction as 
it relates to our common heritage. 
5:5-TLW analyze and evaluate the authenticity 
of the portrayal of various societies and cultures 
in literature and other texts. 
10:1-TLW use themes and central ideas in 
literature and other texts to generate solutions 
to problems and formulate perspectives on 
issues in their own lives. 
 

 
READING 
WRITING 

 
12-H:  Respond personally, analytically, 
and critically to teacher-read literature, 
identifying the following; how texts 
influence their lives; societal roles; 
author’s style, artistic choices. 

  
Literature book 

 
5:1-TLW select, read, listen to, view and 
respond thoughtfully to quality texts. 

 
READING 

 
12-I:  Self select books to read, maintain 
a written literature response log. 
 

  
Library 

 
2:2-TLW recognize and use authors’ techniques 
to build meaning and empathy through writing 
that illustrates:  experimentation with time; 
stream of consciousness; multiple perspectives; 
use of complex grammatical conventions. 
2:3-TLW plan, draft, revise and edit text and 
analyze and critique the texts of others in such 
areas as:  purpose; effectiveness; cohesion; 
creativity. 
6:3-TLW analyze the style and characteristics of 
authors, speakers, illustrators and artists of 
classics and masterpieces to determine why 
these voices endure. 
8:2-TLW describe and use characteristics of 
narrative genre and complex elements of 
narrative technique to convey ideas and 
perspectives, such as:  use of symbols, motifs 
and function of minor characters in epics, satire 
and drama. 
 

 
READING 
WRITING 

 
12-J:  Participate in an author study, 
analyzing author’s techniques and style, 
including use of :  symbolism; 
imagery/motifs; flashback; 
foreshadowing. 

  
Literature book 
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STATE BENCHMARKS 

 

 
CORE TOPICS 

 
DISTRICT BENCHMARKS 

 

 
SUGGESTED 

ASSESSMENT 

 
POSSIBLE 

RESOURCES 
 
2:1-TLW write a variety of compositions, 
including:  personal narrative; persuasive 
essays; research reports; poetry; stories; 
editorials; resumes; memos. 
2:3-TLW plan, draft, revise and edit text and 
analyze and critique the texts of others in such 
areas as:  purpose; effectiveness; cohesion; 
creativity. 
8:4-TLW identify and use aspects of the craft of 
the speaker, writer and illustrator to formulate 
and express their ideas artistically, such as:  
imagery, irony; multiple points of view; complex 
dialogue; aesthetics; persuasive techniques. 
 

 
WRITING 

 
12-K:  Process write several pieces that 
may include but are not limited to: 
poetry; personal narrative, resumé; 
memo, persuasive essay; stories; 
research reports; editorials; comparative 
essay; and interview. 

  

 
2:1-TLW write a variety of compositions, 
including:  personal narrative; persuasive 
essays; research reports; poetry; stories; 
editorials; resumes; memos. 
 

 
WRITING 

 
12-L:  Process write short story or drama 
tied to theme or specific piece of 
literature, including:  effective 
characterization; plot development; 
imagery/figurative language; complex 
dialogue. 
 

  

 
2:1-TLW write a variety of compositions, 
including:  personal narrative; persuasive 
essays; research reports; poetry; stories; 
editorials; resumes; memos. 
 

 
WRITING 

 
12-M:  Process write a comparative 
essay or a reflective piece tying literature 
to personal life demonstrating:  cohesion; 
purpose; effectiveness. 

  

 
1:5-TLW respond personally, analytically and 
critically to texts, providing examples of how 
texts influence their lives and their role in 
society. 
3:7-TLW analyze their responses and make 
connections between various texts and their 
own lives and transmit issues across time. 
 

 
WRITING 

 
12-N:  Process write a persuasive essay 
including:  strong thesis statement; body 
of evidence; supporting data from 
research; democratic core values 

  

 
2:1-TLW write a variety of compositions, 
including:  personal narrative; persuasive 
essays; research reports; poetry; stories; 
editorials; resumes; memos. 
7:4-TLW demonstrate flexibility in using 
strategies during the writing process, while 
creating a variety of genre and describe the 
relationship between form and meaning. 
 

 
WRITING 

 
12-O:  Process write an editorial related 
to a social issue, including:  organization; 
thesis; supporting details; strong 
conclusion. 

  
Library 
 
Technology lab 
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STATE BENCHMARKS 

 

 
CORE TOPICS 

 
DISTRICT BENCHMARKS 

 

 
SUGGESTED 

ASSESSMENT 

 
POSSIBLE 

RESOURCES 
 
5:5-TLW analyze and evaluate the authenticity 
of the portrayal of various societies and cultures 
in literature and other texts. 
 

 
WRITING 

 
12-P:  Write a journal related to directed 
readings. 
 

 
 

 

 
4:1-TLW demonstrate how language usage is 
related to successful communication in a variety 
of contexts. Examples include:  job interviews; 
public speeches; debates; advertising. 

 
WRITING 

 
12-Q:  Submit final pieces for publication 
throughout the year to various audiences, 
such as:  news media; contests; 
magazines. 

  

 
2:1-TLW write a variety of compositions, 
including:  personal narrative; persuasive 
essays; research reports; poetry; stories; 
editorials; resumes; memos. 
4:1-TLW demonstrate how language usage is 
related to successful communication in a variety 
of contexts. Examples include:  job interviews; 
public speeches; debates; advertising. 

 
WRITING 

 
12-R:  Develop and apply 
rubrics/assessment tools to own work and 
the work of others incorporating the 
following:  critical standards; language 
conventions. 

  

 
6:1-TLW assess their use of elements of 
effective communication. 
7:2-TLW monitor their progress while using a 
variety of strategies to construct and convey 
meaning. 
7:4-TLW demonstrate flexibility in using 
strategies during the writing process, while 
creating a variety of genre and describe the 
relationship between form and meaning. 
 

 
WRITING 

 
12-S:  Write learning logs. 

  

 
6:1-TLW assess their use of elements of 
effective communication. 
7:2-TLW monitor their progress while using a 
variety of strategies to construct and convey 
meaning. 
7:4-TLW demonstrate flexibility in using 
strategies during the writing process, while 
creating a variety of genre and describe the 
relationship between form and meaning. 
 

 
WRITING 

 
12-T:  Maintain a writing folder including: 
evidence of proficiency of all stages of the 
writing process; written reflections; self-
assessment; rubrics. 

  

 
6:1-TLW assess their use of elements of 
effective communication. 
6:4-TLW document and enhance a developing 
voice with authentic writings for different 
audiences and purposes through: portfolio; 
video productions; submissions to publications 

 
WRITING 

 
12-U:  Select two “best” pieces of 
writing, per marking period, for 
permanent portfolio, including: letter of 
introduction; samples of writing, including 
content area pieces; written reflection; 
self-assessment. 
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STATE BENCHMARKS 

 

 
CORE TOPICS 

 
DISTRICT BENCHMARKS 

 

 
SUGGESTED 

ASSESSMENT 

 
POSSIBLE 

RESOURCES 
or competitions; individual introspections; 
applications for employment and higher 
education. 
7:2-TLW monitor their progress while using a 
variety of strategies to construct and convey 
meaning. 
 

  

 
3:2-TLW read and write fluently, speak 
confidently, listen and interact appropriately in 
situations and represent creatively through the 
following means:  speaking publicly; debating 
formally; performing literature; interviewing for 
employment. 
3:3-TLW use effective listening strategies and 
elements of effective speaking, such as: 
Listening-perceiving and discriminating: 
attending; assigning meaning; evaluating; 
responding and remembering. 
Speaking-message content: reasoning; 
language choices; audience analysis. 
6:1-TLW assess their use of elements of 
effective communication. 
 

 
LISTENING/SPEAKING 

 
12-V:  Assess and analyze effective 
listening and speaking behaviors, such as:  
responding and remembering; reasoning; 
message content; use of evidence; 
language choices. 

 
 

 

 
11:4-TLW research and select the medium and 
format to be used to present conclusions based 
on the investigation of an issue or problem.  
Examples include:  satire; parody; multimedia 
presentations; plays; mock trials. 
 

 
LISTENING/SPEAKING 

 
12-W:  Prepare for and participate in a 
mock interview (tie to 12-R) 

  

 
3:1-TLW integrate listening, viewing, speaking, 
reading and writing skills appropriate to the 
purpose and context. Examples include: using 
all the language arts to complete and present a 
multimedia project on a national or international 
issue. 
4:5-TLW recognize and use appropriate levels 
of discourse for varied contexts, purposes and 
audiences, including terminology specific to 
particular fields. Examples include: community 
building; presentations integrating different 
disciplines; lessons comparing fields of study; 
promotional material crated for an 
interdisciplinary project; videos designed to 
inform or entertain diverse audiences. 
 

 
LISTENING/SPEAKING 

 
12-X:  Participate in a debate related to a 
societal issue or create and present a 
multimedia presentation related to 
research topic (see 12-AA). 
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STATE BENCHMARKS 

 

 
CORE TOPICS 

 
DISTRICT BENCHMARKS 

 

 
SUGGESTED 

ASSESSMENT 

 
POSSIBLE 

RESOURCES 
 
8:3-TLW describe and use characteristics of 
various informational genre and elements of 
expository text structure to convey ideas. 
Genre—manuals; briefings; documentaries; 
research presentations.  Text—thesis statement; 
supporting ideas.  Structure—authoritative 
and/or statistical evidence. 
 

 
 
RESEARCH 

 
12-Y:  Process write a research paper 
and creative product based on a global 
issue or problem, including: synthesizing 
and evaluating information to draw 
conclusions; multiple sources (library, 
technology, interview); note taking; 
outlining; title page; works cited page. 

  
Library 
 
Technology lab 

 
1:1-TLW be able to select an appropriate text 
for specific purposes, such as: enjoyment 
(novels, newspapers, comics); evaluating and 
analyzing information (reference materials); 
learning complex procedures (instructional 
manuals, cookbooks); completing technical 
tasks (internet); making workplace decisions 
(job applications, law books, Wall Street 
Journal, curriculum guides); pursuing in-depth 
studies (research text, computer search). 
3:5-TLW determine the meaning of specialized 
vocabulary and concepts by using a variety of 
resources, such as:  context; reference 
materials; research; electronic sources. 
8:1-TLW identify and selectively use writing 
mechanics that enhance and clarify 
understanding, such as: documentation of 
sources 
 

 
RESEARCH 

 
12-Z:  Determine, evaluate and use 
appropriate any available resources for 
investigating a topic, such as:  
knowledgeable people; hypertext; online 
news media; internet; reference 
materials. 

  
Library 
 
Technology lab 

 
11:2-TLW determine, evaluate, and use 
appropriate and available resources for 
investigating a topic. Examples include: 
knowledgeable people; field trips; prefaces; 
appendices; hypertext; icons/headings; menus 
and addresses; microfiche; CD-ROM/laser disks; 
internet and electronic mail; library and 
interlibrary catalogue databases. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
RESEARCH 

 
12-AA:  Use technology in writing, such 
as:  Internet; hypertext; online 
encyclopedia; magazines; word 
processing; electronic thesaurus and spell 
check. 
 

  
Library 
 
Technology lab 

 
 


